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Washington State Association of County Engineers 
Executive Board Meeting - October 5-7, 2004 

Red Lion Inn at the Park - Spokane 
Minutes 

 
Tuesday, October 5 
 
Attendance 
Phil Merrell, WSACE President 
Dale Rancour, WSACE Vice President 
Ross Dunfee, WSACE Secretary/Treasurer 
Tim Fife, WSACE Past President 
Kent Cash, NACE Representative 
Esco Bell, WSACE Western District President 
Derek Phole, WSACE Eastern District President 
Jolene Gosselin, WSACE Eastern District Secretary 
Jay Weber, CRAB Executive Director 
Karen Pendleton, WSACE Executive Assistant 
Al King, CRAB Inter-governmental Policy Manager 
Scott Merriman, WSAC Transportation Legislative Liaison 
Grant Morgan, WSACE member (Garfield) 
Jeff Monson, WSACE member (Whatcom) 
 
1. President's Report - Phil Merrell 
 a. Reported on September 10, 2004 E-Board meeting. 
 b. Attended WSAC directors meeting, outreach with commissioners. 
 c. Scott Merriman requested information concerning distribution of state STP funding. 
 d. Discussed communication needs for Scott Merriman. 
 e. Discussed WSACE meetings with WSAC.  WSACE will continue with schedule of previous meetings, 

including a summer conference. 
 f. Decided on Marcus Whitman Hotel and Conference Center for the June 22-24, 2005 meeting.  Second 

option is the Summit Inn. 
 
2. President Elect's Report - Dale Rancour 
 a. Washington Transportation Plan, Highway's & Local Program group report. 
 
3. Secretary/Treasurer's Report - Ross Dunfee 
 a. Checking account balance will be reported tomorrow 
 
4. Executive Assistant's Report - Karen Pendleton 
 a. Information about June 2005 conference 
 b. Jerry Bryant will report on the Centennial committee tomorrow. 
 
5. Eastern District President's Report - Derek Pohle 
 a. MPO's/WTPO's are very involved in the WTP process. 
 
6. Western District President's Report - Esco Bell 
 a. No specific report 
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7. NACE Report - Kent Cash 
 a. No specific report 
 b. By-laws have been completely redone and are in draft form for association consideration.  Looking for 

feedback and critical review. 
 
The E-Board adjourned. 
 
 
Wednesday, October 6, 2004 
 
1. Call to Order 
 Counties in attendance at roll call: Adams, Asotin, Benton, Chelan, Clark, Columbia, Cowlitz, Douglas, 

Franklin, Garfield, Grant, Island, Lincoln, Pierce, Skagit, Snohomish, Spokane, Stevens, Thurston, Walla 
Walla, Whatcom, Whitman, Yakima 

 
2. President's Report - Phil Merrell 
 a. E-Board Retreat on Membership 
  Phil discussed the four goals discussed at the meeting. 
 b. Meeting independent from WSAC 
  WSAC will not be meeting during the summer of 2005 however, WSACE will still meet June 22-

24 in Walla Walla at the Marcus Whitman Hotel. 
 
3. Treasurer's Report - Ross Dunfee 

The check book contains $18,747.00 
 
4. Bylaws Reform - Kent Cash 
 Kent provided an overview of the proposed By-Laws 
 
5. Questions on Agency Reports 
 a. Transportation Improvement Board Steve Gorchester 
  Steve gave a brief report and answered questions 
 b. Highways & Local Programs - Kathleen Davis 
  Kathleen gave a brief report and answered questions 
 c. County Road Administration Board - Walt Olsen 
  Walt gave a brief report and answered questions 
 d. Washington State Association of Counties - Scott Merriman 
  Scott discussed: 
  a. The Tri-Association Local Government Third Joint Legislative Proposal 
  b. The state-wide STP flexible funding allocation 
  c. FMSIB has interest in moving REV money 
  d. Pierce County presentation on transportation to their counsel could be used as a template for 
other counties 
 
The members separated into Committee meetings 
 
Request from Jerry Lenzie, WSDOT presented by Walt Olsen; What are the top three freight routes in your county 
and what is the cost to bring them to all-weather roads.  Information back to Walt by December 1. 
 
Ecology update on storm water regulations - Bill Moore, WS Dept. of Ecology 
Bill provided an update on a variety of storm water permits. 
 
Highway Runoff Manual and Counties - Greg Lotie, WSDOT 
Greg provided an update on development and approval of the WSDOT Highway Runoff Manual 
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WS Department of Labor & Industries - Jim Hirst & Emily Molitor, Sedgwick Claims Management Services, Inc.  
Jim & Emily discusses opportunities to reduce or eliminate on-the-job injuries.  A safety audit is available to ensure 
that agencies are in compliance with state requirements. 
 
WSACE recessed until Thursday 
 
 
Thursday October 7, 2004 
 
The business meeting began with a discussion of the proposed Tri-Agency proposal on transportation. 
 
Report from the Legislative Committee meeting brought the following topics to the members.  The members took 
the following positions; 
 
1. Motorcycle signage - The law addresses motorcycle operations and not road conditions.  Work toward 

repeal of the law when the opportunity presents itself.  Current work is on hold until the opportunity exists 
to repeal.  Motion - Put our current work on hold until the opportunity exists in the future to work toward 
repeal, Ross Dunfee.  Second, Ken Stone.  Vote failed.  Motion - Committee develop a list of reasons why 
the legislation is of concern to be addressed with Senator Horn and bring back the discussion to the 
members, Tom Ballard.  Pete Caspell, second.  Motion passed. 

2. Urban & Rural boundaries with respect to RAP.  The members did not present a motion. 
3. Department of Natural Resources - Reimbursement of material take and air space.  Motion - Develop 

legislation to reduce or eliminate DNR fees & charges associated public transportation uses, Jolene 
Gosselin.  Second, Gary Ekstedt.  Motion passed. 

4. Mitigation for down stream (Bill exists for log jam impacts).  Engineers are required to design log jams as 
a mitigation.  Motion - Reintroduce Rep Erickson's bill about reducing local agency liability when a state 
requires placement of woody debris in waterways, Jeff Monson.  Second, Steve Thomsen.  Motion passed. 

5. Tort Reform.  Motion - WSACE supports and endorses the Tri-Association position on Tort Reform, Ken 
Stone.  Second, Ross kelly. 

6. Road Fund diversion.  The members did not present a motion however the Legislative Committee needs to 
discuss this issue with WSAC leadership. 

7. Day Labor - 3-yr. Average.  The members did not present a motion. 
8. Design Build.  Motion - The Legislative committee will do some research to lower the dollar limit and 

jurisdiction size to allow greater flexibility for the design/build concept and support legislative effort, Ross 
Kelly.  Second, Kent Cash.  Motion passed. 

 
Scott Merriman discussed the WSAC Transportation and Public Works Recommended Position 
 
Presentation by the WS Public Works Board - Pete Capell, Board Member & Isaac Huang, Client Service 
Representative 
 
WTP Committee presentation - Jeff Monson 
 
Centennial Committee presentation - Jerry Bryant 
 
Storm water Committee presentation - Gary Ekstedt 
 
Membership Committee presentation - Reed Wheeler 
 
Professional Development Committee presentation - Kent Cash 
 
Superpave Specifications - WSDOT Dave Erickson 
Dave answered questions about superpavement practices. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


